
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

~QOO DESSERT

Apri l 5 , 20 0 4 LB 391

could we do just that contracting portion? I think that would
be valid to do for this section...or for this session, a nd t h e n
maybe to come back next year and really explore th es e o the r
avenues. I wou ld just throw that up. But t h er e a r e s o many
things that come into this. We have a gambling bill that I
think we' ll take up i n t h e n ext few days that will also be
affected by this age of majority as we would m ove 1 9 - y ear - o l ds
into 18-year-old to be able to gamble. Do we want to do that?
There are so many things that we talk about. As a parent , I can
tell you--and particularly today's parents--where you have kids
in high school that are 18, 19 years old before they graduate,
and yet at 18 years old they become...they' ve reached the age of
majority. And how do you as a parent then tell your own c hi l d ,
you know, particularly when they say,well, I'm an adult and I
can make my own decisions, I can imagine parents working through
that and struggling through that whole a r ea. But all that
aside, this is a very comprehensive area, when we start looking
at the age of majority, when that happens. Age ce rtainly
doesn't correspond, many times, to maturity. We all know that.
But when we take 18-year-olds and give them rights--which is
fine, and this all started, initially, when we started drafting
18-year-olds into the service. But I can think of m any other
times where we ought to raise the age of majority to 21 or 25
years old, even like Senator Chambers mentioned. But m ost of
the saving, most of the fiscal note in this bill concerns Health
and Human Services. And I could think of probably nine bills
that could have come before Health and Human Services to address
the things that are now contained in this amendment. C ertai n l y ,
if I can...I support Senator Erdman in his desire t o do t h i s .
However, I wonder if at this point in time, if we should just
look at the contracting portion of this bill. I don' t k now h o w
many other areas are within this that we want to take up other
issues. But the state wards, the foster care, all o f t hese
things that all come part of this. And yes, I certainly am for
saving dollars if we can do that in these times. However, I do
wonder if those d ollars might b e offset in cost as we move
through this. But if Senator Erdman o r Sen a t o r Br a shear
would...if we would just take the contracting portion and take a
look at that,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
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